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Afghan Pastors Reflect on
God’s Sovereignty
By Mark Morris
Editor’s Note: The following account
was published in July 2021 as
events were unfolding in Afghanistan. We reproduce it here with
permission. It is worth sharing
with others. It first appeared on The
Gospel Coalition website.

T

he Bishop of Maidstone, the Rt
Revd Rod Thomas, today announced his intention to retire
on 2nd October 2022. The Bishop will
be 68 and will have served 7 years in the
role. Bishop Rod ministers primarily to
those conservative evangelical churches throughout the country which
believe in the distinctive ministries of
men and women.

I

n early July, Afghan pastors and
church leaders made a difficult decision. They decided to
formally register their faith with
the Afghan government. What an
absurdity to register as Christians
in an Islamic republic that prohibits a person from converting to
Christianity! Against the advice of
many, these Afghan church leaders
felt compelled, for the sake of future
generations, to legally declare their
true faith in Christ.
“What about our children and our
grandchildren?” they said. “Someone should make this sacrifice so
the next generations can openly call
themselves followers of Jesus.” They
registered with the government,
and we all prayed from outside,
asking God to protect them from
being rounded up and imprisoned
the next morning. They were interviewed but not arrested.

Dramatic Church
Retreat
This past weekend, we met in an
Afghan/English church retreat.
On the first night of the retreat, we
learned that a pastor in Afghanistan
received a letter from the Taliban:
“We know who you are, what you
do, and where to find you.” By Saturday the Taliban were at his door,
but he had gone into hiding. Praise
God.
A pastor received a letter from the
Taliban: ‘We know who you are,
what you do, and where to find you.’
I listened as an Afghan pastor spoke
through tears about his friend, a
faithful believer, whose village was
taken by the Taliban three days earlier. This dear brother’s 14-year-old
daughter was ripped from his arms
and forced into sexual servitude
in what the Taliban would dub as
“marriage” and her “dutiful Islamic
privilege and responsibility.”

Bishop of
Maidstone
to Retire in
October of
2022

Taliban enter Khabul, claiming there are no Christians in Afghanistan.

As news arrived on Saturday that
the Taliban was already walking
the streets of Kabul, we wept and
prayed with our Afghan friends as
they scrambled to make phone calls
to family members who had hoped
to leave for a safer location. Nobody
was able to leave. The roads and
flights had already closed.
Of all topics, on Sunday morning we
tackled the plagues in Exodus 7–11.
At times Pharaoh hardened his
heart. At other times God hardened
Pharaoh’s heart. An Afghan evangelist in the room added: “Don’t forget
that God called the most wicked
king on earth, Nebuchadnezzar, ‘my
servant’ in Jeremiah 27:6 and Jeremiah 43:10. “God is most certainly
calling the Taliban ‘my servant.’”
We turned to Exodus 33:19: “And I
will be gracious to whom I will be
gracious and will show mercy on
whom I will show mercy.” I raised
the question we all felt. “We know
and believe that God is sovereign,
right? We all believe that he is God,
perfect in every way, right? He never
sins, right? But evil surrounds your
brothers and sisters in Afghanistan.
Evil is conquering your cities, your
nation.”
We opened Romans 9 and were
confronted with our presumption
in questioning the wisdom of a
good and merciful God. He is the
potter. We are his clay. We explored the image of the foundation

stone and the stone of stumbling
from Isaiah 8 and Isaiah 28. From
Romans 10 we were all reminded
that we are to build our faith on
Jesus, the only cornerstone that can
stand firm through the storm of the
Taliban.

How to Face Suffering
We ended with a synopsis of David
Platt’s admonition at a secret
church gathering on The Cross and
Suffering:
1.We must face suffering with a
higher view of God.
2.We must face suffering with
a humble view of ourselves and
other people.
3.Remember that suffering and
evil exist to exalt the glory of God’s
grace, as demonstrated through
the suffering of Jesus for the salvation of all.
4.God ordains suffering for Christians in different ways for different
purposes and through different
means. Among other reasons, he
leads us into suffering to refine
our faith, to show his glory and to
teach us to depend on him.
5.Finally, our good and merciful
Father leads his people into the
turbulent waters of suffering as
part of the orchestration of His
plan to complete the Great Commission.
Our song leader chose the hymn.
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”. As

we sang the final verse, an Afghan
brother came and whispered in my
ear, “Ashraf Ghani, Afghanistan’s
president, just resigned. The Taliban
are now in control”. And we sang,
Let goods and kindred go,
this mortal life also;
the body they may kill:
God’s truth abideth still;
his kingdom is forever!
More Troubling News
It’s Monday morning and through
tears I’m giving thanks for the way
God planned the weekend. With
one heart we gathered to comfort
one another and pray together and
groan and weep together in these
difficult historical moments.
Since this weekend, more disturbing reports are coming in and life
for the Afghan church is at the
beginning of a new chapter. Young
Christian girls are being pursued by
the Taliban. The Taliban just raided
the home of another church leader
and confiscated his Bibles and
literature.
Here in Memphis our Afghan pastor
wrote, “I don’t even have words to
pray now.” Yet tomorrow he will
somehow broadcast a live satellite
message of hope from God’s Word
into Afghanistan on Mohabat.tv
and facebook.com/afghantv.
The potter is crafting his vessels for
his purposes.
www.thegospelcoalition.org

Bishop Rod has previously ministered
in the Diocese of Exeter. He was the
vicar of St Matthew’s, Elburton until
2015. Prior to that date he was chair of
the conservative evangelical network
Reform and a member for 15 years of
the General Synod. He was actively
involved in the discussions about the
consecration of women bishops and
helped forge the arrangements which
are now in place under the House of
Bishops’ Declaration on the Ministry of
Bishops and Priests. He is a Vice-President of the Church Pastoral Aid Society
and President of the Church Society.
Bishop Rod said: ‘It has been a real privilege to serve the cause of the gospel as
a bishop. When I was first consecrated,
there were only 6 evangelical churches
which had passed resolutions asking
for distinctive arrangements under the
House of Bishops’ Declaration. That
number has now grown to 146. Since
2015, I have sought to work in support
of the Five Guiding Principles; I have
conducted well over 100 confirmations
and been appointed as an Assistant
Bishop in 15 dioceses. I believe the
progress we have made as a church
in pursuing mutual flourishing has
been encouraging and I am heartened
by the good relationships which have
developed with so many dioceses. That
said, there is still much to do. We face
big challenges in responding to the
effects of the pandemic; in bringing the
gospel to the nation; in continuing to
embed the Five Guiding Principles; and
in discerning a way forward in the light
of the LLF conversations. My prayer
is that the next Bishop of Maidstone
will both promote faithfulness to God’s
Word and make a significant and
positive contribution to meeting these
challenges.’
After his date of retirement, Bishop Rod
hopes to return to the Diocese of Exeter
and says ‘he looks forward to renewing
old friendships and sitting in a pew!’ He
will continue as a member of the House
of Bishops’ ‘LLF Next Steps Group’ until
the conclusion of its work in 2023.

1
EC8109 15 July 2022.indd 1

11/07/2022 11:44

English Churchman

Friday 15th July 2022

The Wee Flea’s Letter from Scotland

Insights into the Kirk’s Recent
Departures from the Faith
Once Received
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I

t’s a joy to be back in my native land
-– the most beautiful country in the
world! But there is also a sadness
and sorrow. Not just because I tested
positive for Covid on landing -– and
now have the most miserable man
flu! The main sorrow I had
was reading the following
in The Courier on arrival
–- as the Church of
Scotland prepares to
hammer the final nail into its own coffin.
“Just this week, the Church of Scotland
announced that 29 of its presbyteries were in
favour of ministers and deacons conducting
the ceremonies of same sex couples should
they so wish. The Church is a democratic institution so the final word will go the General
Assembly next month. But assuming it’s a Yes,
the words “I do” could be said by same sex
couples in churches by the summer….” These
were part of an article written by Kezia Dugdale, former Labour leader in Scotland. She
went on to exult “That is absolutely phenomenal social progress by any measure.”
That’s an interesting but not unsurprising
perspective from an atheist, who has no love
for the Gospel. However, the truth is precisely the opposite. This is not progress. This
is the Church of Scotland aiding and abet-

ting Scottish society
as it reverts, not just to
pre-Reformation days,
but to pre-Christian
days. My beloved
nation is regressing
back into the pagan world.
What used to be the National Church is meekly
following whatever
path the Regressives
David Robertson’s
lead us -– it would
be inaccurate to say
that they are leading – they have neither the
initiative nor courage to lead.
I am not surprised at the Church of Scotland
going this route –- despite all the lies from
leading clergy about how this would not be
the case. I remember when John Chalmers,
clerk of the General Assembly stated: “We
had a debate which made very clear that we
were not interfering with our theological
definition of marriage and were not going to
the place where ministers or deacons could
themselves conducting same sex marriages.”.
He lied. Plain and simple. He knew that this
was a step on the road to conducting same
sex marriages, and that the theological definition of marriage was being changed. And
no one called him out on it. Although yours
truly tried -– and was roundly castigated for
being ‘unChristian’.
I always thought that it was the deceit
and misleading the Lord’s people that was
unchristian – not pointing out that deceit.
Indeed, Christ himself was not averse to
pointing out to some religious leaders that
they belonged to their father the devil, when
he lies, he speaks his native language, for he
is a liar and the father of lies.” (John 8:44)

Kezia’s Perspective
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Kezia Dugdale also confirmed what we all,
(except some gullible evangelicals), knew -–
that the purpose of the C of S leadership all
along was to recognise same sex marriage -–
but to fool as many evangelicals as possible
into thinking that we were being listened to,
so that they could keep us on board. (I use
‘us’ because I identify with evangelicals as my
brothers and sisters -– whatever the denomination). Dugdale speaks about how she had
conversations with Rev. Lorna Hood moderator of the General Assembly in 2013, who
promised her that SSM would come.
“I just couldn’t understand it, especially as all
the Christians I knew supported
it.

They believed in marriage as
a union of two people rooted in
love, respect and commitment and
wanted it for everyone.” This shows
both the limited understanding of
Christianity and of marriage. If
marriage is for everyone why limit it to
two people? And does that include incestuous marriage -– if for example two sisters
love, respect and commit to one another, why
shouldn’t they get married? It is telling that
Lorna Hood was unable to help Kezia with
her understanding -– except to point out that
some people were more ‘traditional’. No,
Lorna -– it has nothing to do with tradition
-– and everything to do with Scripture. But
therein lies the problem for the Church of
Scotland -– it has rejected the Bible as its
authoritative standard. I recall sitting in
the Assembly as the Bible was openly and
publicly mocked -– to laughter from the commissioners and not a word of rebuke from the
leadership.

A Lost Battle
I have been involved with this issue for
many years. And I have to say that I now feel
completely vindicated. But it is a battle that
has left many wounds. I think of Dominic
Smart -– a Church of Scotland minister who
paid a massive price for his faithfulness. He
was truly a prophet without honour in his
own land. I miss him. I recall an amazing
anonymous letter from 15 Glasgow presbytery ‘evangelicals’, who attacked me -– and
Willie Phillip -– another faithful minister who
paid the price. I think of Jeremy Middleton
who gave the best speech I have ever heard
at any Assembly and gave me a faint hope
that things might be turned around –- only to
have that hope dashed by a couple of evangelicals running round, persuading others
to play the political game and go along with
the establishment. I think of Albert Bogle’s
‘compromise’ motion, which was not a compromise at all -– and which gave the progressives everything they wanted. I think of John
McPake promising me that the evangelicals
had a plan –- and that if I just kept quiet, I
would see them work it out. Part of that plan
was for Angus Morrison to become an evangelical moderator. That worked -– in that he
became moderator. But he ended up being
honoured by the University of Glasgow for
‘changing attitudes to same sex relationships
in the Church of Scotland”.
Few writers have written so clearly as to
what has been taking place in the Church
of Scotland. David Robertson’s insights are
particularly worth consideration by Evangelicals within the Church of England. For the
full article, www.theweeflea.com.

Finnish MP
Stands Trial
for Tweeting
Picture Bible
Verses

Päivi Räsänen

F

innish MP and Former Minister of the
Interior, Päivi Räsänen, was tried on
Monday, 24 January after tweeting a
picture of Bible verses.
She was brought up on criminal charges
for “ethnic agitation” under the War Crimes
and Crimes Against Humanity section of the
criminal code of Finland.
The charges brought against Räsänen stem
from a pamphlet she authored 17 years ago
supporting the biblical view on marriage
and sexuality. She expressed those views
on a radio show in 2019 and tweeted photos
from it and as a result the Prosecutor General
charged her with t three criminal charges.
Before the start of the trial, Räsänen said: “I
have a calm mind ahead of the trial. I trust
that we still live in a democracy, and we have
our constitution and international agreements that guarantee our freedom of speech
and religion. If I win the case, I think that it is
a very important step for freedom of speech
and religion. I think it’s not only important for
Finland but also in Europe and other countries. If I’m convicted, I think that the worst
consequence would not be the fine against
me, or even the prison sentence, it would be
the censorship. So, now it is time to speak.
Because the more we are silent, the narrower
the space for freedom of speech and religion
grows.”
According to one report from Finland, the
police “made strong recommendations not
to continue the prosecution.” Her statements
did not even run afoul of Twitter or the national broadcaster’s very PC standards.
Paul Coleman, Executive Director of the
advocacy group, Alliance Defending Freedom
International said before the commencement
of the trial: “In a free society, everyone should
be allowed to share their beliefs without fear
of censorship. This is the foundation of every
free and democratic society. Criminalising
speech through so-called ‘hate-speech’ laws
shuts down important public debates and
poses a grave threat to our democracies.
These sorts of cases create a culture of fear
and censorship and are becoming all too
common throughout Europe. We hope and
trust the Helsinki District Court will uphold
the fundamental right to freedom of speech
and acquit Päivi Räsänen of these outrageous
charges.”
Räsänen has been a member of the Finnish
Parliament since 1995.
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Interview with
Peter Hitchens
For decades, Peter Hitchens has been a very
public figure. He’s a journalist, columnist, TV
commentator, former Marxist, and always clearly
spoken and quotable. The English Churchman
interviewed him on his public role as a Christian
who happens to also be a traditional Anglican.
Our interview with him is presented
verbatim.
EC: Why are you such an advocate for
traditional Book of Common Prayer
worship? Would you describe it chiefly
as an aesthetic, cultural, or theological
preference?
PH: I don't think these things can be separated.
Form and content, in language, music and
architecture, are entwined with each other.
The recognition of Divine sovereignty over the
universe cannot be properly expressed in the
language of bureaucracy or advertising. It is a
belief rather than a thought. It is an act of the
imagination. The Prayer Book is written in
a language which repeatedly acknowledges
the existence of the eternal, as not just a rival
to the temporal, but as a superior and more
important thing. I'd go further. Music, as we
know, expresses what is inexpressible through
words alone. Poetry, which
much of the Prayer Book
aims at, allows words to
say more than prose does.
By poetry here I don't mean
rhyming and scanning verse,
but language consciously
crafted to be as beautiful an
expression of its meaning as
possible. Our forebears were
simply better at this than we
are, because of the age they
lived in. This has much to
do with the fact that it was
written to be spoken aloud
and I do not doubt that its
authors *did speak it aloud
many times as they perfected
it. This is something few
writers of modern prose do,
which is why the result so
often looks and sounds as if it
has been created by using the
blunt end of a bread pudding.
The Prayer Book was not
the 'Common Worship' of
its day. Its authors intended
beauty, and intended the music of the words to
echo among the arches of buildings they
also knew to be lovely. That beauty
flows through the heart, mind
and tongue of anybody who
makes the effort to speak it
properly. I have heard the
Prayer Book mangled, but
not often, It generally takes
hold of anyone who reads
it. What I object to strongly
is the idea that there is
something wrong, secular
or frivolous about loving
the beauty of the language.
Beauty is truth, and
goodness is both beautiful and
truthful. We have the most
astonishing piece of truth
to communicate, the
greatest events
in

human thought, literature and philosophy, an
explanation of the universe which changes
the life of anyone who embraces it, forever.
Why would we present them in a banal and
sapless form? It would be like inscribing the
Magna Carta on the back of a menu, holding
a Coronation Service in a shopping mall, or
playing Beethoven's 7th on a mouth organ.
EC: You are one of the most public figures
in the UK and yet unlike most, you are
quick to identify as a practising Anglican
Christian? Why are you willing to be so
public?
PH: Why not? If we're ashamed of Our Lord,
won't he justifiably be ashamed of us? Anyway,
I'm not. Anglican Christianity is a glorious
thing, kind, generous, tolerant, thoughtful,
yet quietly strong, and I'm proud to have been
part of it for so long. I spent too long being
embarrassed. What is there to be embarrassed
about? Anglicanism,
for this former Marxist,
is a beautiful synthesis,
the most engaging
expression, in the highest
arts, of an inspiring
belief, combined with a
tremendous and sensible
tolerance of minor
difference surrounding
a common belief in
the hard necessities of
faith. And look who
we have - John Donne,
George Herbert, T.S. Eliot,
Dorothy Sayers, George
Bell. C.S.Lewis—giants
of the mind, people
nobody can regard as
unintelligent or gullible,
who provide a great cloud
of witnesses. It's an easy
thing to tag along with.

Anglican
Christianity is a
glorious thing,
kind, generous,
tolerant,
thoughtful, yet
quietly strong, and
I'm proud to have
been part of it for
so long. I spent
too long being
embarrassed.
What is there to
be embarrassed
about?

EC: How has the
doctrine, discipline,
and worship of the
Church of England
shaped the nation and how might it
shape the nation in the future?
PH: For me, it's the Elizabethan
settlement, an amazing act of
tolerance for the age in which
it happened, which saved
so much of the Catholic
tradition (Compare Scotland,
where Anglicanism barely
exists ) while also admitting
so much sensible reform. The
balance, or tension, between
the two has been present ever
since, preventing the solidifying
of Anglicanism into a temporal
human dogma and leaving
several central questions cleverly
unresolved. What's wrong with
that? Again, people mock the
vagueness of our church,
but it's vague only
about
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Will Calvin
Robinson
Miss the
Call of the
Midwife?

O

rdinand for the Diocese of London
and GBNews Religious Affairs Editor,
Calvin Robinson told The Laurence
Fox Show in a recent interview that people
within the Church of England are trying to
keep him from being ordained.

disputes in which millions are simply
uninterested. In all versions, God is good
and is the ruler of the Universe, Jesus Christ
died for us on the Cross, Divine Grace is free
to all. I myself also have a soft spot for the
seven Bishops (being myself partly Cornish,
especially for Trelawny) and the awkward
and rather amusing way in which a series of
mild, un-revolutionary gentlemen, committed
to non-resistance, found themselves
overthrowing a would-be tyrant, in the best
revolution that ever happened anywhere in the
world.
EC: The Christian Church has historically
been counter-cultural. Do you see
counter-cultural aspects in the Church of
England today?
PH: But of course. The Magnificat is about
the most counter-cultural passage of English
I have ever read. But I see its fulfilment in the
brave and dogged work of poor parish priests
and ministers, actually living among the poor,
not in the political posings of a hierarchy
which seems almost entirely secular to me,
and which I prefer to ignore.
EC: What is the biggest challenge for the
Church of England post-lockdown?
PH: Survival. It is deeply damaged. I prefer
not to use the term 'lockdown' an American
expression used to describe the punishment
of convicted prisoners, disgusting to my ears
when applied to free people. The closure of
all churches during the first state-sponsored
strangulation of our society was worse
than a crime. It was a mistake. If the leaders
of the Church don't think proper regular
public worship, in consecrated buildings, is
absolutely necessary, then why should anyone
else do so? The continued closure of many
churches, needlessly, in the recent period,
underline this. If we truly believe in eternal life,
then we should not submit so easily to secular
decrees. If we believe in the love of God, we
might do well not to fall in so easily with
policies based largely upon fear. I suspect that
like other worldly persons, the C o E's leaders
will eventually use the economic damage from
strangulation as a pretext for closing things
that ought to stay open.
EC: What would you like to hear from
the Church leadership post pandemic
pandemonium?
PH: Their announcements that they propose
to retire and do good works. I am especially
keen to see the retirements of the Archbishop
of Canterbury and the present Bishop of
Chichester, whose names escape me. Their
behaviour over the allegations against the
late George Bell, the mighty, faithful wartime
Bishop of Chichester, was bad at the time and
even worse after he was vindicated by Lord
Carlile's report. If they cannot get that right,
what can they get right? It's a sign of how
unequal they are to the great task of leading a
nation in prayer and faithfulness, and turning
the Hearts of the Disobedient to the Wisdom
of the Just If only we had a George Bell for
these times, a man prepared to endure much
in the service of his Lord.

Ever the provocateur, in his introduction of
Robinson, Fox called him “a learned scholar,
theologian, television commentator and
(tongue in cheek) the mixed race face of white
supremacy, Calvin Robinson.” The ordinand’s
father is from Jamaica and his mother from
England.
The question then follows, Will he miss the
call of the Midwife to ordained ministry? The
Bishop of London was in charge of midwifery
for the NHS before pursuing ordination.
Robinson, a third year student at St Stephen’s
Hall in Oxford is a former teacher and has
written for a wide variety of publications including one story for the English Churchman.
He describes himself as a Western Reformed
catholic. He has no problem in hewing to
Creedal orthodoxy. Correspondingly, his
views are not of the hierarchical liberal nature
most commonly emanating from the Diocese
of London.
Robinson told Fox that Critical Race Theory
has “replaced the Doctrine of Original Sin
within the Church and the new original sin is
not that we’re fallen but that white people are
born racist and need to repent for the sins of
their fathers.”
He continued, “The hierarchy of the Church
are just as liberal metropolitan elite as the
politicians in Westminster. They want to do
good things and are well intentioned but all
in the wrong ways.”
Last year, Mullally ordained Jarel Robinson-Brown to serve at St Botolph without
Aldgate in London. Robinson-Brown is
the author of Black, Gay, British, Christian,
Queer: The Church and the Famine of Grace.
He faced opposition to his ordination due
to his theological views but also over his
disrespect toward Captain Sir Tom Moore in
February of 2021. In a widely read Tweet after
Moore’s death at 100, Robinson-Brown called
the national clap for Moore an expression of a
“cult of white British nationalism.”
Robinson-Brown later apologised for the
Tweet.
The question that remains is, Will the Bishop
of London show as much understanding to
an orthodox ordinand as shown to someone clearly revisionist or will Calvin, unlike
Robinson-Brown, miss the call of the
midwife?
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Sir Desmond Swayne
The Direct Talking MP for New
Forest West
Our second interview with professing and practicing Christians
in public life is with the Rt Hon Sir Desmond Swayne. Since
1997, he has served in the House of Commons by representing
the constituency of New Forest West. He is married and has
three children. His wife works in his constituency office.

H

is early education was at Bedford
School and he went to St Andrew’s
University where he studied the
Christian heresies of the late Middle Ages.
Later, he became a teacher before entering
the banking industry with the Royal Bank
of Scotland. After his election to the House,
he spent seven years as the Parliamentary
Private Secretary to David Cameron. He
was next appointed a member of the Privy
Council then Lord Commissioner of HM’s
Treasury. Simultaneously, he spent thirty
years in the Territorial Army. He was made
Knight Bachelor in the 2016 Birthday
Honours for political and parliamentary
service.
A member of the Conservative party,
Swayne currently serves on the following
committees; Joint Ecclesiastical, Work and
Pensions, and the Speaker’s Committee for
the Independent Parliamentary Standards
Authority.
Despite his long and distinguished record of
public service, Swayne has become most well
known outside of Conservative party circles
for his eloquent speeches often challenging
the messaging of his own party during the
Covid-19 pandemic. The speeches are easily
accessible via YouTube.
Swayne is also willing to go into places which
are hostile to his views. In an address made
to the Dorset Humanists in September of
last year, Swayne, a practicing member
of the established Church, described his
philosophy to those gathered.
He said:
“My philosophy is this. It’s the biblical one.
The radical depravity of man that can only be
addressed by the initiative of our Creator in

his redemptive work. Nothing could be more
different than a humanist appreciation of
the dignity of humanity and the possibility of
progress.

He estimates that nine out of ten of the
problems that people are facing
that come into his constituency
surgeries “have the underlying
problem of family breakdown.
This has helped cause a benefits
culture where the fundamental
problem is a moral one and
better asked of a clergyman than
a politician”.

Swayne is clear in drawing
what he sees as the distinction
“I consider myself a Church and Queen Tory. between the Labour Party’s
view of the
If I had a philosophy, it could
of
not be more antithetical to
English Churchman definition
a
family
and
Humanism than the one I
that of the
hold”.
Conservative
Swayne is still as refreshingly
party. “Labour’s
clear today.
view is defined
as any group of
When asked about how
people that share a
he viewed the Church of
fridge”.
England’s response to the
Pandemic he replied:
In looking ahead,
Swayne thinks the next
“I was appalled and shocked—shocked
big
issue
facing
the Church of England is
by the response. To think of the risk our
whether or not it will follow the Methodist
Lord took with lepers and other diseased
people— as have clergy and other Christians Church on same-sex marriage. “The
danger is in if there is an ‘winner take
throughout history and to have the church
all’ approach “where there is no room
respond the way it did was an abominable
for dissidents”. He added, “I would be
over-reaction.
surprised if the Church of England goes
“It says something about our loss of faith
headlong after the Methodists”.
in the Gospel that we have prized our
continued existence and safety over anything Even those that disagree with Swayne
have to admit he is old-fashionedly clear
else, and it has revealed an attitude to death
communicator. In the aftermath of the
and a fear of death and preserving life at all
Hancock scandal, Sir Desmond opined on
costs—as if we can avoid death”.
his blog: wwwdesmondswaynemp.com.
Swayne believes that during the pandemic
“In this column last week, referring to Matt
the government engaged in a propaganda
effort to gain social control of society, “even if Hancock’s affair, I made a passing reference
to ‘the Tempter’. A surprising number of
with the best of intentions”.
email correspondents have asked me to
When asked what he saw as the biggest
have the courage to name and shame the
moral question facing the nation postindividual in question! I’m afraid that they
Pandemic, he thought for a moment and
have got quite the wrong end the stick.
said, “to heal the damage done by the
Indeed, I’m shocked that anyone would not
breakdown of the family”.
be certain as to what I was referring to. Have
we become so forgetful of scripture?

The

INTERVIEW

The Revd Melvin Tinker 1955-2021

M

any today are bewildered about
the challenges that face faithful
Anglicans.

The death of the Revd Melvin Tinker, on 23
November 2021 should help us ponder our
situation. For here was a minister — in the
words of Kevin Vanhoozer the 'consummate
pastor-theologian' — who warned us of the
difficulties decades ago.
Two books from Tinker — 'Restoring the Vision' (1990) and 'The Anglican Evangelical Crisis' (1995) diagnosed the problems that would
come to envelop the Anglican Communion.
Thirty years ago, alongside those books Rev.
Tinker travelled the country speaking to
groups of concerned clergy — urging them to
prepare and plan.
Few did.
Rev. Tinker engaged in the church political
scene — founding member of Reform, CEEC
council, NEAC 3 speaker — but he felt too
many would prove overly wed to a world of
ministry and mission that was fading rapidly.
Born in 1955 into a Nottinghamshire mining
home, Melvin came to love books at school.
More importantly, he was brought to faith
in Jesus by a Methodist lay preacher whose

family befriended him while at school. Melvin
said, 'They were kind, there was no pressure
— just genuine faith.' As soon as he arrived at
Hull University in 1973, Melvin began speaking at the CU and was thrilled to discover
somebody became a Christian at his first talk.
Melvin and Heather met at university, and in
marriage formed a ministry team. They both
shared a concern for the city of Hull - and
prayed for it over numbers of years.
Before God called Melvin to his main life
work in Hull, he first prepared him
for it via a season being chaplain
to Keele University (1985-90).
Engaging with students gave him a
lifelong desire to relate the gospel
to the present culture. Following
that Melvin was vicar of All Hallows,
Cheadle from 1990-94. That season
deepened his appreciation for the
rhythms of normal parish
ministry.
Then in 1994 God
opened the door for
the Tinkers to move
to Hull, as Melvin
became vicar of St.
John's Newland. Thus

began his life work - 26 years of growing what
became one of the largest churches in N.
England. Over 500 people attended weekly
— reversing the story of spiritual decline and
apathy in the area.
Melvin explained 'I wanted to see the reality
of what Martyn Lloyd Jones saw — the gospel
warming hearts of folk from all backgrounds.
Jesus is not just for the educated or middle
class — he is for all.'
In 2020, the year before his retirement
Melvin surveyed the cultural and religious scene. He came to the conviction that faithfulness to his ordination vows — to protect the flock
— required him to lead his congregation our of the C of E. Not enough
evangelicals had heeded his warnings from 30 years ago to give grounds
to believe the C of E would be
a secure place for people
in years to come. So
Melvin helped his congregation to leave and
they became a network
of growing churches in
Hull, independent of
the established Church.

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the Devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about seeking home he may devour.
Whom resist, steadfast in the faith”. 1 Peter
5:8
“That is who I meant”.

To this date St. John's is the largest church to
secede from the C of E.
As Melvin saw God do that desired work
among people in Hull, Melvin worked hard
over the years to publish nearly 20 books and
numerous articles.
One of his final books was 'That Hideous
Strength: How the West was Lost' (2018).
In the 1990s Melvin had warned Anglican
Evangelicals they would pay a price for
overlooking liberalism in the denomination.
His prophecies proved true. So a couple of
years before death, Melvin warned the church
at large that the culture really has changed.
The world we seek to survive in as believers
is hostile and challenging in ways that could
not have been imagined 3 decades ago. His
book calls on churches to 'get real,' demand
a 'literate leadership' and grow a 'changed
community' that is prepared to suffer for
Jesus. Will Melvin's words be heeded this
time round? Time will tell - but whether or
not they are, Melvin was convinced — and
said 3 weeks before death, 'The future is safe
in God's hands.' We remain thankful for the
books and talks Melvin left to help us and
pray for his family who grieve.
Revd Tinker went to glory on 23 November
aged 66. He is survived by his wife, Heather
and three sons: Christopher, Michael and
Philip.
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Original Sin is
Commitments
the Fundamental
Systematic Cause of
Abuse
Pilgrim’s
B

T

he Christian world has recently been shaken by revelations that two high-profile
Evangelical leaders—the late Ravi
Zacharias, founder of Ravi Zacharias International Ministries; and,
closer to home, the Revd Jonathan
Fletcher, former Vicar of Emmanuel Church, Wimbledon—were,
all along, serial abusers.

Over the years, similar scandals have
engulfed other segments of the Church,
too. When I was an
undergraduate in
the 1980s, the late
Bishop Peter Ball,
the Anglo-Catholic
founder of a monastic community, came
to preach in our
college chapel: we all
thought he was a great saint, deeply humble
and on fire with the Holy Spirit. In fact, he
was at the height of a catalogue of prolific
abuse, for which—decades later—he was
eventually jailed.

entirely prevent abuse.
The formal position is that safeguarding policies and procedures are required to protect
children and ‘vulnerable adults’; although
‘vulnerable’ is nowhere defined. One thing
that the victims of Zacharias, Fletcher, and
Ball all had in common was that they were
adults, and that they would not immediately
have been identified as ‘vulnerable’. It was
only the abusive situation in which they
found themselves that made them vulnerable: does this mean that every interaction
between people within an organisation must
be policed, just in
case?

PRUDENCE

The problem with
the ‘precautionary
principle’—whether it is applied to
safeguarding, COVID-19, or any other
problem—is that
there comes a point
at which the cost
of the precautions outweighs the potential
benefits. As human beings, we are created to
exist in relationship with one another, and
to co-operate based on trust. If we erect high
walls with checkpoints in an attempt to preclude any possibility of harm or abuse, there
can be no trust: trust requires vulnerability.
A Parish safeguarding officer, having recently
returned from a Diocesan training course,
commented on how suspicious-minded his
colleagues seemed to be: this, surely, can
be no way for a Christian community to
operate.

Dailey

COMMENTARY

The natural reaction to the discovery of
abuse, in the Church as elsewhere, is to look
for the systemic and cultural problems that
allowed it to happen, and to tighten up safeguarding policies and procedures to make
sure it can never happen again. And, indeed,
it is quite right that searching questions
should be asked: it appears that both Fletcher and Zacharias, for example, had used their
charisma to create a culture in which they
were considered to be above challenge, as
a result of which allegations were brushed
aside over many decades.
There is, however, one fundamental systemic
problem that is at the heart of every case of
abuse, every manipulation, every deception,
every exploitation of power: Original Sin.
As Christians, we understand—or ought to
understand—that Original Sin is embedded into the human condition, and there is,
therefore, no safeguarding regime that can

Just to be clear, I am not suggesting for one
moment that all safeguarding measures are
unnecessary, or should be done away with;
but that there is a balance to be struck. We
often hear about the damage that can be
done by insufficient or inadequate safeguarding; but rarely that excessive or intrusive safeguarding procedures can also cause
considerable harm, albeit of a less direct and
immediate, kind. We need to assess carefully
the wider consequences of our good intentions, lest we find ourselves too far along that
road to Hell of which they are the notorious
paving.

being of a congregation.
y definition pilSometimes there will be
grims journeying
conflicts between the call
towards the celestial city have committed
PROCESS to meet with God’s people
Revd Dr Peter Sanlon
and other events — which
to their destination. We
will help us see how real
want to get to heaven.
our commitment to church is.
As Hebrews describes us, we ‘desire a better
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore
These commitments which help pilgrims
God is not ashamed to be called their God,
journey to heaven distinguish us from an
for he has prepared for them a city.’ (Heb.
age that revels in its lack of commitment.
11:16)
Freedom from ‘ties that bind’ as Springsteen
sang marks out a generation that is supremeA traveller who is determined to make it to
ly rootless. Why do believers make committhe end of their journey has to make numments to these beliefs and belonging? They
bers of commitments during their journey.
often cause us inconvenience and difficulty in
Without these we will not make it to our
this world.
destination. We must be committed to the
Faith. The great truths of our religion must be The reason is that only by making these
understood, cherished and held to. The Faith
commitments can we genuinely be commithas been handed on to us. It is summed up
ted to our Lord and Saviour Jesus. The Faith
in the Apostle’s Creed. Focuses upon the percommitments we hold dear draw us in faith
sons of the Godhead and the turning points
towards Christ. It is through our devoted
of creation and recreation.
commitment to doctrine and church that
We must also be committed to a local church Jesus sustains us for our journey to see him
face to face. Let’s stay committed and keep
- a this worldly outcrop of the heavenly kingjourneying.
dom. A congregation requires us to prioritise
turning up on the Lord’s Day and usually at
some other weekly gatherings - perhaps a
Rev. Dr. Peter Sanlon
prayer meeting or homegoup (Heb. 10:25).
Rector of Emmanuel Anglican
Real commitment will involve more then
Church, Tunbridge Wells:
mere presenteeism. It will involve a sacrificial
www.emmanuelanglican.uk
loving commitment to the people and well

Tutu’s Overlooked
Anti-Semitism
D

with racism,” thus echoing the notorious and
esmond Tutu’s death on Boxing Day 2021
discredited “Zionism equals racism” resolution
brought a flood of glowing tributes about
his work with the South African Truth and passed by the General Assembly of the United
Nations and subsequently rescinded. He accused
Reconciliation Commission, but few mentioned
the Jews of Israel of doing “things that even
the reality of Tutu’s long-standing anti-Semitism.
Apartheid South Africa had not done”. He said
Melanie Phillips, well-known international
that “the Jews thought they had a monopoly of
columnist and writer on Jewish affairs, remindGod: Jesus was angry that they could
ed her readers of the piece written
shut out other human beings”. He
by the famous Jewish-American
said that Jews have been “fighting
attorney and legal professor, Alan
against” and being “opposed to” his
Dershowitz about Tutu in January
God. He has “compared the features
2011 on the Gatestone Institute
of the ancient Holy Temple in Jerusawebsite:
lem to the features of the apartheid
“He minimised the suffering of
system in South Africa”. He comthose murdered in the Holocaust,
plained that “the Jewish people with
asserting that “the gas chambers”
their traditions, religion and long
made for “a neater death” than did
history of persecution sometimes
Apartheid. In other words, the Palappear to have caused a refugee
Melanie Phillips
estinians, who in his incorrect view
problem among others”. He implied
are the victims of “Israeli Apartthat Israel might someday consider
heid,” have suffered more than the victims of the
as an option “to perpetrate genocide and exterNazi Holocaust. He complained of “the Jewish
minate all Palestinians.
Monopoly
of the Holocaust,” and demand“He complained that Americans “are scared...to
ed
that its victims must
say wrong is wrong because the Jewish lobby is
“forgive the Nazis for
powerful—very powerful”. He accused Jews —
the Holocaust,” while
not Israelis — of exhibiting “an arrogance — the
refusing to forgive
arrogance of power because Jews are a powerful
the “Jewish people”
lobby in this land and all kinds of people woo
for “persecute[ing]
their support”. While attacking Israel for its
others”.
“collective punishment”of Palestinians — which
“Tutu asserted that
he claims is worse than what Apartheid South
Zionism has “very
Africa did — he himself called for the collective
many parallels
punishment of Jewish academics and businesses
in Israel by demanding boycotts of all Jewish (but
not Muslim or Christian) Israelis. (This call for
an anti-Jewish boycott finds its roots in the Nazi
"Kauft Nicht beim Juden" campaign of the 1930s.)
“When confronted with his double standard
against Jews, he justified it on phoney theological grounds: “Whether Jews like it or not, they
are a peculiar people. They can't ever hope to be
judged by the same standards which are used
for other people”. There is a name for non-Jews
who hold Jews to a double standard: It is called
Desmond Tutu
antisemitism.”
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Time for Mutual
Flourishing to Flourish

T

he new plan for the future governance of the Church of England,
supported by both Archbishops
and the Bishop of London, would wreak
considerable change within the Church.
Centuries-old diocesan boundaries would
be redrawn and historical episcopal Sees
would be reorganised.
Most significantly, it is reported that certain
bishops would have non-geographical
roles, ie. not in pastoral relationship with
the faithful in a defined area. Instead these
bishops would have responsibility for
particular topics – for example, Bishop of
Brexit or of Covid or of LGBT+ issues.

Historically, the Church has understood the
role of bishops primarily as guardians of the
Christian faith once delivered and as pastors to the pastors. The current proposal for
changing the governance structures would
make them mere spokespersons addressing
the ever-changing Spirit of the Age rather
than proclaiming the unchanging message
of the Spirit of God.
Where on earth did such a curious novelty
come from? Some wags have suggested
the inspiration was the 1963 film Heavens
Above, a satire in which Peter Sellers plays
an errant vicar who is made the first Bishop
of Outer Space by an ecclesiastical establishment keen to be rid of him. A House of
Bishops taking its lead from 1960s British
comedies? Bishops, whom you do you think
you are kidding?
According to the Secretary General of
the House of Bishops, William Nye, these
ideas have come from the bishops themselves: “Last year the Bishop of Ely and
others had conversations with most of the
bishops and summarised a wide range
of ideas and suggestions – some more
developed than others – which came from
those discussions in a paper for the bishops
themselves. For some time the bishops of
the Church of England have been thinking prayerfully about their ministries and
responsibilities and whether some aspects
might be reshaped to make them more
effective in supporting local churches. They
spent time talking and praying about those
ideas at the College of Bishops in September last year and have gone on doing so
since.”
Alas he did not explain how detaching
certain bishops from local areas to become
national spokespersons will make them

more effective in supporting local churches.
Surely the bishops might spend worthwhile
time re-reading their vows at ordination
and consecration and the doctrines of the
Church of England. Canons A1 to A5 in particular would be most informative in re-establishing the clear boundaries needed. Article XX would remind them that in the face
of innovative trends and doctrines, bishops,
like the Church as a whole, are constrained
by boundaries set out by Scripture.
In a process of reorganisation, priority
should be given to providing a way for the
faith to be better guarded and the clergy
better pastored. One way would be by
establishing some type of actual jurisdiction for the Provincial Episcopal Visitors
(PEV). These men bear great responsibility
but do not have the authority to fulfil the
role. There are four such official positions;
the Suffragan Bishoprics of Maidstone, of
Beverley, of Ebbsfleet, and of Richborough.
The first attends to members of the Church
who oppose women’s ordination primarily
on biblical grounds and the other three look
after the Anglo-Catholic constituency who
oppose primarily on the basis of tradition.
Two of the Anglo-Catholic PEV posts are
vacant and Maidstone has announced that
he will retire in October.
General Synod needs to ensure that
promises regarding ‘mutual flourishing’ are
kept, by carving out episcopal spaces with
jurisdiction. As it is, the major distinction
between a PEV and a normal presbyter is
the greater finance needed to cover episcopal haberdashery, some members of staff,
and the title.
The current PEV scheme is similar to John
Nance Garner’s opinion of the American
Vice-Presidency. Garner served as VP to
Franklin D. Roosevelt. The US Constitution
does not specify any responsibilities for the
office except that the person succeeds to
the Presidency if the President dies or is disabled. When asked what he thought about
the office of Vice-president, Garner, a direct
speaking, tobacco-chewing Texan, is said to
have replied, “It isn’t worth a warm bucket
of spit.”
An ecclesiastical title without jurisdiction
is of similar worth. PEVs cannot shepherd
the flocks in their care if they do not have
proper jurisdiction. Is it not time for mutual
flourishing to flourish in deed and not
merely word?

£1.2b Grant to Assist
Parishes–I Wonder
W
henever concerned Christians
write letters to the papers criticising Church leadership they often
bring about a response from the House of
Bishops. Regrettably, the responses defending
their action often causes the bishops to dig a
bigger hole than when the objection started.
I fear this is the case with the article, “Church
Commissioners Announce Grant of £1.2
billion to support Ministry” (20 May).
The “finding” of £1.2b is not really the truth;
they have had the money available all the
time. In the mid 1990s the Church Commissioners made very poor investments; their
income dropped so much that they had to
appeal to our parishes to help by taking on
more of the burden of supporting stipends
and pensions. This the parishioners gladly
did to help their predicament. However, by
2010 they had recovered their funds, and
by 2017 they were very rosy indeed.
Yet nothing was offered to the
ailing rural parishes. Had the
Commissioners reverted to
funds being spent as they
were pre-1990, the present
predicament would have
been avoided.
They found new ways of
spending the increased
income by making new
administrative posts and
building a new Lambeth Library at
£24m. Yearly grants of £1m for running costs
continue to be drip-fed to Lambeth library.
To enrol 38 staff for this library’s management (according to the balance sheet) seems
eccentric if not outrageous. Such a number of
staff would go a long way to staffing my local
county libraries.
Rather than preventing the erosion of priests
they saw fit the welcome the interests of
women in the priesthood, many of whom
kindly donated their services free of stipend
and accept a “House for Duty” instead. Also
a “fast-track” to canon appointments seems
misguided when many existing faithful clergy
struggle for such recognition. The grouping
of a number of parishes into benefices saved
paying clergy and has been a cheeky current
fashion. The watering down of the ministry
has caused increasing concern and newly
trained “correspondence course” priests have
over two decades led to an isolation within
the parish communities, thinking that all is
required is the organisation of Sunday services and working with the PCC. No visitations
to the elderly or deep connection with the
community is generally considered by the
majority. No priest having undergone a proper three year ordination course would isolate
themselves from community involvement by
definition of their ministry. Such
thinking came to a head when
parishes in the Winchester
Diocese bravely decided that
their blinkered bishop had
to be sacked for encouraging up to seven parishes
served by one priest. Such
a sacking has probably
never been heard of
in 200 years!
Where in the
Bishops’
article

there is a boast of supporting the parishes by
20% this can be reinterpreted by suggesting
that parish shares still have to account for
80% of the Church’s running costs, and this
when their investments are extremely strong
while Covid has reduced parish income. The
Church Commissioners have to take back
their historical and moral responsibility
and use their income wisely. It is fact that
the number of bishops has been allowed to
grow to 400% of their original number when
the clergy have become three times less in
number. It suggests that many are allowed to
fuss with paperwork and are not seen to be
gainfully occupied; surplus bishops should
be linked to parishes rather than appear only
at Confirmation and Induction services after
Oxford diocese doubled their number, no
different in frequency of visitations had been
noticed. Where is their evangelism?
Bishop Cottrell’s plan to provide
10,000 churches, suggests the
treating of parishioners’ houses
as churches and thus to me
seem to follow a Jehovah’s Witness model. What the bishop
forgets is who is expected to
maintain our beautiful listed
parish churches, that are centuries old and give a village its
identity, if his plan were adopted. They would divert funds and
bring into existence a wider band of
administrators. Despite much criticism he
seems as unmoved as the former Bishop of
Winchester was before being unseated.
The new model for Leicester diocese, which
is to have a hub of priests to send out to
parishes, only when needed, is similarly
doomed, yet this stubborn diocese seems
intent to let the experiment fail. Only after
an injection of much money to make such a
scheme possible will the diocese realise they
should have listened to their parishes’ advice.
I have found that their communication with
the public is so poor that their main number
is not answered during office hours. No doubt
Covid will still be used as an excuse. In the
Leicester scheme, parishes will be expected
to pay for regular travel costs and additional
time for the attendance of a priest from head
office. Such a topsy-turvy plan is typical of
bureaucratic madness where discussion and
decisions are dreamt up in a vacuum. There
would be no national shortage of priests if
paid a more realistic and fair stipend.
The initial focus in the article suggests that
this new grant will be directed to parishes.
The concluding statement can mean nothing
to the reader — “this funding will help the
Church raise its game in its service to the
nation.” A game it certainly is and I wonder if
the designers of the scheme should all
go back to school.
Raymond J Walker,
Educational Consultant

The new Lambeth Library
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Pelagius is My
Favourite Heretic
P

God and his people (God, with
elagius is my favourite heretic.
a little help from my friends!).
I know that the Thirty-nine
Semi-pelagianists distinguish
Articles addresses this (Arbetween the beginning of faith
ticle 9), but I am deeply afand the increase of faith - the
flicted by "the Pelagian default" that
beginning of faith is an act
Fleming Rutledge talks about. In a
of free will (we seek God/
hundred different ways I have retruth and find him) and this
duced Christianity to my own
then ignites grace in us for
will-power in ways that makes
Christian living and growth.
me an active participant in
Augustinians, conversely,
my own redemption - “I
credit God completely
have decided to follow
for resurrecting
Jesus,” working the
the spiritually
spiritual disciplines,
dead, people
focused on my
who are unable
performance and
in themselves
moral improveto choose
ment. On this
God apart
anniversary
from the priof the excomor work of
munication
God's grace
of Pelagius by
moving us
Pope Innocent
Pelagius
in the right
(January 27,
direction.
417), I am
again confrontHow is it that Refored with the cruelty of
REVD CANON CHUCK COLLINS mation Anglicans remy heresy: thinking
member Pelagianism
that righteousness is
Director of the Center for
in their confession
within my grasp if I
Reformation Anglicanism in the USA
a thousand years
just try hard enough.
after Pelagius? In the
And it doesn’t help
context
of
their
protest
against Medieval
one bit for my recovery that most of the good
Catholicism? How is it that this heresy is the
folks sitting next to me in church are flaming
only one specifically named the Thirty-nine
heretics too!
Articles of Religion? It is because pride and
works-righteousness is the default heresy
In a famous fifth century fight, Pelagius and
of all humans until God steps in to turn our
Augustine argued about what the Bible says
about human nature. Pelagius was convinced wills and affections aright towards God.
Anglicans are clearly Augustinian in our anthat individuals have a powerful capacity
thropology. We believe that men and women,
for achievement, even to achieve their own
apart from grace, are incapable of doing anysalvation. He felt that men and women are
thing but continue to sin. Article 9 speaks of
born morally neutral with an equal capacity
“the fault and corruption of the nature with
for good or evil - that Adam's disobedience
which all descendants of Adam are born. It is
adversely affected humankind, but only by
due to original sin that we are departed very
setting a bad example. Everyone has the
far from the original righteousness in which
responsibility and potential to be righteous;
we were created, and are naturally inclined to
such is God’s command and he would not
evil. . . accordingly, in every person born into
command the impossible.
this world, original sin is deserving of God’s
Augustine, on the other hand, was sure that
wrath and condemnation” (Philip Edgcumbe
our human wills are governed by what we
Hughes paraphrase). And the article continlove, and that apart from the Holy Spirit we
ues to drill this in, that “this infection of our
choose to love sin. He believed that our love
nature remains even in those who in Christ
for sin is a consequence of Adam and Eve's
are reborn” (Hughes). Article 10 says this
original disobedience (the Fall) and that the
even more succinctly: “Since the fall of Adam
end result is that all people are spiritually
man’s state is such that he is unable, by his
infected, dead in their trespasses and sins
own natural strength to believe and call upon
and "by nature children of wrath" (Ephesians
God” (Hughes). The second Anglican homily,
2). Saint Augustine saw that we sin because
“The Misery of All Mankind,” is completely
we are sinners (original sin). Much later
devoted to this theme: “For of ourselves we
Martin Luther would talk about this in a
are crabtrees that can bring forth no apples.
similar way, as people being turned/curved
We are of ourselves of such earth as can bring
in on ourselves rather than towards God and
forth only weeds, nettles, brambles, briers,
others (incurvatus in se). It takes the Spirit to
corncockle, and darnel” (Lee Gatiss edition).
work in us to give us a new object worthy of
Christians love semi-pelagianism because
love, and so to free our wills to love God and
we don't want to admit that the corpse on
others.
the couch is actually dead, but only faint and
“In Pelagius’s view it was possible (though
needing some fresh air. In truth, we don't
very unlikely) that a new-born baby would
want a Savior who died to destroy death, but
never sin. Perhaps it would gasp once and
instead prefer a coach that shouts encourdie, before it had a chance to look upon
agements from the sidelines. We desperately
forbidden fruit. But for Augustine it was
want to believe that in some small way we
already too late for such hopes. The newcan contribute to our salvation by "do more"
born child belonged to a race that lives
and "try harder" religion, even if it's doing
under the effects of Adam’s sin.”
more prayer, Bible reading, and serving to get
God's approval. Our motto is so good that it
— Oliver O'Donovan
comes close to sounding biblical: God helps
those who help themselves. But as Steven
Semi-pelagianism, a term coined in the 17th
Paulson states, “Lazarus did not come out of
century, was invented to be a compromise
the grave because he got his free will in mobetween Pelagianism and the teaching
tion to choose resurrection; it was because
of the church fathers (Saint Augustine).
he received an external command from Gods
Semi-pelagians teach that salvation is won
word, which does what it says.”
by a cooperative (synergistic) effort between

Friday 15th July 2022

w THE CALENDAR w
PRAYER BOOK WORSHIP
17 July 2022

24 July 2022

Fifth Sunday after Trinity

Sixth Sunday After Trinity

Psalm 84, 1 Kings 19:19-21
1 Peter 3:8-15, Luke 5:1-11

Psalm 90, Genesis 4:2-15
Romans 6:3-11, Matthew 5:20-26

Collect

Collect

G

rant, O Lord, we beseech thee
that the course of this world
may be so peaceably ordered
by thy governance, that thy Church
may joyfully serve thee in all godly
quietness; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

O

God, the protector of all that
trust in thee, without whom
nothing is strong, nothing is
holy; Increase and multiply upon us
thy mercy; that, thou being our ruler
and guide, we may so pass through
things temporal, that we finally lose
not the things eternal: Grant this, O
heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake
our Lord. Amen.

The
39 Articles of
Religion
Passing Along the
Faith Once Delivered

XI.

XIII.

OF THE
JUSTIFICATION OF
MAN

OF WORKS
BEFORE
JUSTIFICATION

WE are accounted righteous before
God, only for the merit of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ by Faith, and not for
our own works or deservings: Wherefore,
that we are justified by Faith only is a
most wholesome Doctrine, and very full
of comfort, as more largely is expressed
in the Homily of Justification.

WORKS done before the grace of Christ,
and the Inspiration of his Spirit, are not
pleasant to God, forasmuch as they
spring not of faith in Jesus Christ, neither
do they make men meet to receive grace,
or (as the School-authors say) deserve
grace of congruity: yea rather, for that
they are not done as God hath willed and
commanded them to be done, we doubt
not but they have the nature of sin.

XII.
OF GOOD WORKS

XIV.

ALBEIT that Good Works, which are the
fruits of Faith, and follow after Justification, cannot put away our sins, and endure the severity of God's Judgement; yet
are they pleasing and acceptable to God
in Christ, and do spring out necessarily
of a true and lively Faith; insomuch that
by them a lively Faith may be as evidently
known as a tree discerned by the fruit.

OF WORKS OF
SUPEREROGATION
VOLUNTARY Works besides, over, and
above, God's Commandments, which
they call Works of Supererogation,
cannot be taught without arrogancy and
impiety: for by them men do declare,
that they do not only render unto God as
much as they are bound to do, but that
they do more for his sake, than of bounden duty is required: whereas Christ saith
plainly, When ye have done all that are
commanded to you, say, We are unprofitable servants.
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Book Reviews
Calamy
Celebrated
The 350th Anniversary
of the Birth of Dr
Edmund Calamy
(1671-1732)
Alan Clifford
Andrew Fuller Centre for
Baptist Studies, 2021 (ISBN:
9781774840221, 36pp, $20)

E

dmund Calamy’s name is most closely
associated with his account of the
ejected ministers of 1662, but, as this
volume illustrates, the achievements of the
minister were numerous. Born to a family of
Dissenting pastors, Edmund Calamy III ( for
he was the third in succession to bear the
name) hardly rested on his ecclesiastical laurels but made a very worthy ministry in his
own right, leading the Princes Street Chapel,
lecturing at Salter’s Hall, authoring many
works of history and biography, and coordinating those of his own religious
persuasion nationally.

as the natural outcome of an author deeply
invested in, and warm toward, his subject.
Such warmth is understandable - numerous episodes of the Calamy’s life convey his
maturity and good humour. One such is the
recollection of his serious consideration of
taking orders in the church established by
law, even to the extent of a sojourn in that
principal seminary of England, the city of
Oxford. Another is Calamy’s strivings against
the ‘enthusiasm’ of the Camisard emigres,
culminating in a loyal homage to Queen
Anne as thanks for the favour she bestowed
on his championing of constitutional moderation. Above all, Calamy’s affection toward
the moderate Calvinism of Baxter and his
defence of this theology against the diverging
extremes of Dissent in his day underscore the
worthiness of this servant of the gospel.
Between such pleasurable anecdotes as those
mentioned, the high quality of the research
and referencing, the succinct manner of
analysis, and the audacity of Clifford’s lionisation of Calamy’s legacy, this short biography
makes for genuinely pleasurable reading.
Edward Keene,
Little Shelford

The Athanasian
Creed
Martin Davie
London: Latimer Trust, 2019
(ISBN: 978-1-906327-58-3, 105pp)
‘The three creeds…ought thoroughly to be
received and believed for they may be proved
by most certain warrants of holy scripture’,
affirms the eighth article of religion. And yet,
one of these three is now, as Davie puts it, ‘the
neglected creed’. For shame!
The Latimer Trust’s ‘Anglican Foundations’
series, covering topics such as the Articles,
Homilies, Prayer Book, and various texts
therein, is immensely valuable as a modern
articulation and apology for the sound and
venerable settlement of the English church.
This volume of the series brings light to one
of the least-known corners of that settlement.
The full-orbed Trinitarianism of the Athanasian is much needed tonic for the many
churchmen who today glory in a claimed
‘credal orthodoxy’ while speaking blithely of
an undefined ‘God’ rather than referring in a
definitively Christian way to ‘the Lord’, or to
‘Christ’.
Particularly useful in this short book is Davie’s contextualisation of the Creed of Athanasius, locating its genesis in early sixth century
southern France. Davie deftly synthesises
the best available information to conclude
that it was written ‘to strengthen and equip’
orthodox Christians suffering under the rule
of Arian Visigoths. The struggle to maintain
the confession of

T

he Methodist
Church in
Britain has embraced the Spirit of
the Age. Twenty-nine
out of thirty Methodist Synods in Britain
voted to approve
Revd Sonia Hicks
same-sex marriage
at the Methodist
Conference held in Birmingham on 30 June.
The vote in support of the departure from
Biblical teaching carried overwhelmingly,
254 for to 46 against.
According to the official statement regarding
the vote:
“The Revd Sonia Hicks, President of the Conference, prayed ahead of the main debate
on Wednesday morning in Birmingham,
asking that the Conference’s “words may be
imbibed with your grace, with tenderness
from on high”.
“A range of views were expressed on the resolutions, in particular on cohabitation and
same sex marriages. The Revd Dr Jonathan
Hustler, spoke to the Conference acknowledging the “depth of feeling, pain and anxiety
that there is” with a commitment to work
across the Connexion with District Chairs to
heal divisions.

Clifford makes the salutary point
that Calamy was a key living link
between leading lights of Puritanism and Methodism, narrating his
youthful meeting with an elderly
Baxter and his later encounter with the
aspirant Doddridge. In between the two
great movements represented by these
notable gentlemen came the vexation
of the Salter’s Hall Controversy, in which
Calamy fought manfully against the
downgrading ethos of Unitarianism. The
Doddridge link, pleasing though it is, is
pushed rather too hard. Despite Calamy’s
main interaction with the prophet of
Northampton being to warn him off approaching pastoral office, Clifford advances
an ‘ambitious’ argument that the spirit of
Calamy was nonetheless influential not only
in Doddridge’s ministry, but also in sparking
the entire Methodist revival. Readers may
perhaps indulge such exuberant theorising

“Speakers called for unity going ahead
irrespective of the decision. Other speakers
spoke of the acceptance of diversity that
younger Church members have for each
other with younger speakers relating their
own lived experience as Christians from the
LGBTQI+ community. Another representative asked that the Church does not ostracise
those who oppose the introduction of samesex marriages in the Church, saying the great
majority of these people are trying to be
faithful to Scripture as they see it.

Christ’s
divinity ‘whole and undefiled’ was fierce and
demanding.

Clergy Seeking
BCP Parish
C

lergy seeking to serve
in a parish which uses
the Book of Common
Prayer now have a way of
finding them.
The Prayer Book Society,
UK, keeps a list of parishes
utilising the official Book of
Common Prayer Services
which are seeking like-minded
clergy. Anyone wishing to enquire may write

Methodist
Church
in Britain
Embraces
the Spirit of
the Age

to Mr John Service at: john.
service@pbs.org.uk.
The PBS list does
not include the
reason for a
parish using the
BCP. Some do for
aesthetics whilst
others do so for
the theological
emphasis.

Davie then charts the reception history of
the Athanasian, including most strikingly the
1873 declaration of the Houses of Convocation defending its continued validity and
use, followed dismally by the ‘radical, though
unofficial, change in the status of the creed’
during the twentieth century. Universalism, modernism, rationalism, ecumenism,
secularism, and clerical laxity conspired to
exclude the creed from the practical life of
the church.
Yet the struggle against Arianism remains for
Christians today, albeit with less prominence
than other points of dispute with the world.
As we strive to maintain the faith on new
fronts, we are not to concede ground held so
gallantly by previous generations of believers.
Davie’s book is a welcome exhortation to that
effect.
Edward Keene,
Little Shelford

“The Methodist Church included other
denominations and Methodist Churches
across the world in the process of listening
and consultation, with written submissions
from ecumenical partners to the ‘God In
Love Unites Us’ report and workshops with
global Methodist partners.
“Following the vote on the provisional
resolutions the Revd Sonia Hicks said: "The
debate today and our wider conversation
has been conducted with grace and mutual
respect. As we move forward together after
this historic day for our Church, we must
remember to continue to hold each other in
prayer, and to support each other respecting
our differences”.
The vote came as a surprise to many but is
in agreement with a long held Methodist
theological commitment to what is known
as the Wesleyan Quadrilateral. Neither John
or Charles Wesley left the Church of England
but John added “Experience” to Hooker’s
famous Three-legged stool of interpretation
which called people to use Scripture, Reason,
and Tradition in understanding the Bible.
The recent vote is a natural by-product of
elevating experience to the same level as
Scripture because the democratic consensus
of “Experience” becomes the final arbiter of
truth.
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Mutual Flourishing? CHURCHES & MINISTRY
T
he Revd Dr Lee Gatiss, Director of
Church Society, recently cast
considerable doubt on oft
repeated idea that the Church of
England wants all groups within the Church to mutually
flourish.
Dr Gatiss, a leader in the
conservative evangelical complementarian
tradition, highlighted the
long period of time which
has elapsed since a bishop
with those commitments
had been appointed.
Gatiss said; “The Church of
England has only consecrated one

Conservative Evangelical bishop of 'complementarian' views since 1997. Since
he retired in October 2012, it
seems to have been without
ANY diocesan bishops or
ordinary suffragan bishops
of that persuasion for 3130
days and counting, despite
repeated assurances that,
"something will be done"
and, that, "we want you
to flourish as part of the
life and structures of the
church”.

Asked for further clarification, Gatiss declined. The facts
are rather telling.
Gatiss has authored or edited
over 40 books and is a
noted scholar on
John Owen.

The Revd Dr Lee Gatiss,

I

facility and your credit or debit card.
Groups may subscribe at the reduced
rate of £26/year if you get 5 or more
subscribers. The copies will then be sent
to one address for local distribution.
In the meantime, check out the website:
www.englishchurchman.com. You get three
free reads per edition until you sign up for
online access.

Clergy & Ordinands
Subscribing to the English
Churchman Get Free Book

A

ny serving clergyman or theological
student in training within the UK will
receive a free copy of JC Ryle’s, Knots
Untied when they subscribe to the English
Churchman newspaper.
The Banner of Truth Trust has partnered
with the English Churchman to make this
offer to our clerical and student readers.
Unfortunately, the offer is only for those
residing within the United Kingdom.
When availing of the offer, subscribers
need to e-mail the EC office at:
englishchurchman@outlook.com. In the
subject line put, Knots Untied. The secretary
will then electronically
contact you to tell you
how to pay for the
subscription.
Students need to
include a copy of their
student ID. Serving
clergy need
to tell which
parish they are
serving.
The offer is
good for either
a postal or

BALLYCLARE & DOAGH Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing). Torrens Hall, Doagh.
Sabbath: 11.30am & 6.00pm, Midweek:
8.00pm. AV & Metrical Psalms. Rev. E.T.
Kirkland. Tel: 0289 334 1238.

electronic subscription.
You must give permission for the English
Churchman to share your mailing address
details with The Banner of Truth Trust as
they will be in charge of shipping.
Books will be mailed once per month via
Royal Mail.
Knots Untied has long been considered to be
one of the greatest defences of the theology
of the Protestant and Reformed Church
of England. It was first published in 1874,
six years before Ryle was appointed as first
Bishop of Liverpool.
The Banner of Truth edition contains Ryle’s

helpful footnotes and is very well bound.

SUFFOLK. SUFFOLK. Kirkley Run Mission,
Independent Evangelical Church,
5, Birds Lane, South Lowestoft.
Pastor Keith Rains,
Telephone: 01502 569394.

WOLVERHAMPTON. ST SILAS CHURCH OF
ENGLAND (CONTINUING), 49 Long Street,
WV1 1HU. Sundays 11am Morning Prayer.
Holy Communion as notified. Authorised
Version and Book of Common Prayer used.
For directions, parking and other details
please phone 07477 704921. email:
fishersofmenuk@gmail.com

BALLYMENA, NI. Covenant Protestant Reformed Church, Clarence Street, BT42 3NR
Sabbath:11am, 6pm. Expository preaching,
Metrical Psalms, AV. Rev. Angus Stewart:
(028) 25891851 www.cprc.co.uk
BROADSTAIRS, Kent. Free Presbyterian
Church of Scotland. Sabbath services:
11.00am and 5.00pm at Portland Centre,
Hopeville Avenue, St Peter's. Tuesdays:
7.00pm, Quaker Meeting House,
Fordoun Road. Mr. James Macleod. Tel.
079120 76833. www.fpchurch.org.uk
EDINBURGH. Free Church of Scotland [Continuing]. ‘Services held at 29 Arthur Street,
Edinburgh, EH6 5DA. Lord’s Day 11am &
6:30 pm. Prayer Meeting Thursday 7:30
pm. AV and Metrical Psalms. Minister Rev.
James Gracie. Tel: 0131 445 4893 www.
edinburghfreechurchcontinuing.com

Sign up for the
English Churchman
Online
f you are already a subscriber to the
English Churchman and wish to
enjoy online access, send an email
to: englishchurchman@outlook.
com. Please include your name and
the email address you wish to use.
Your name will then be added and
you can enjoy access to previous
articles online.
Your online access will run as long as your
normal subscription. When the time comes,
you can also renew using the online sign-up

ABERDEEN. Free Church of Scotland
[Continuing]. At Grace Reformed Church,
Long Walk Road, Aberdeen, AB16 5QQ..
Sabbath 11.00am and 6pm. Midweek
Wednesday 6.30pm, AV & Metrical Psalms.
Rev T. McGlynn, tel no 01224 865714
Website: www.fccontinuing.org/aberdeen

FRINTON-ON-SEA, Essex. Holy Trinity, C of
E (Continuing) Lord's Day Morning Prayer
11am at Frinton Community Centre. 6.30pm
Evening Prayer. BCP (1662) & AV. Mr Philip
Lievesley 01255 679572.
GLASGOW Knightswood Free Church
(Continuing), 361 Fulton Street, G13 2SP,
Lord’s Day 11am & 6.00pm, Tuesday 7.30,
AV & Psalms, Rev William Macleod 0141
959 0292

ADVERTISING RATES

2022
CLASSIFIED
12p per word; minimum charge £2.40
Box number 50p extra.
Series discount 5% for six insertions.
Classified advertisements must be
prepaid.

DISPLAYED
Single column centimetre £1.25
(minimum five centimetres or two
inches £6.25).

LONDON E1. Free Presbyterian Church
of Scotland, Varden Street, Whitechapel.
Sabbath services 11.00am and 6.30pm.
Wednesdays: 7.00pm. Mr. James Macleod.
Tel. 079120 76833. www.fpchurch.org.uk

Quarter-page £40. Half-page £80. Full
page £140. One eighth page £20.00
Special position 10% extra.
Copy for all advertisements should be
received two weeks before publication.

LONDON. Wimbledon, St John's, C of E
Continuing. Expository preaching, BCP, AV,
Psalms. www.wimbledonchurch.com. Rev
Peter Ratcliff 07946 465156

English Churchman

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Elswick, St
Stephen and St Paul, C of E, Clumber
Street, NE4 7ST, Lord’s Day 10am &
4pm,Wednesday 7.30pm, Prayer Book in
modern English, Sing Psalms, ESV. Revd G
Curry, 0191 273 4680
READING. St. Mary's Chapel. Castle
Street. Sundays: 11 am Morning Prayer (1st
Sunday, Lord's Supper); 6.30 pm Evening
Prayer (3rd Sunday, Lord's Supper). Prayer
Book Services, A.V. Bible Study and Prayer
Meeting Tuesdays 8pm (2nd Tuesday
Missionary Prayer Meeting). Rev. E. J. Malcolm
0118 959 5131

Be a regular
reader
£32/digital Subscription
or
£40/Postal & digital (UK Only)
Subscribe online at:

www.englishchurchman.com

SOUTH BUCKS. The Free Methodist Church,
Penn (near High Wycombe). Traditional
worship, expository preaching. Lord's Day
11.00am, 6.30pm. Rev. Peter Simpson
Website: www.realchristianity.org. Telephone:
01494 816202.
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The Preacher Who Died Is God not Permitted
with Heaven on His Lips to Use His Preferred
By Dean Arnold
Editor’s Note: What follows is the account of a
true story that happened on 9 January 2005.
It was written by the son of the deceased. The
name Paul Harvey may be unknown to most
of our readers but for 40 years he was one two
most listened to broadcasters on American
radio. The account was written shortly after
the death of the Revd Arnold.
“My father died instantly in the pulpit two
weeks ago after uttering his final words:
“And when I go to heaven.” I immediately left
Chattanooga for Orlando.
“The story hit the AP Wire and was listed by
Yahoo as the most-read story. A high school
friend who lives in Sweden emailed me after
seeing the report on CNN.
“Jack Arnold, 69, was preaching in Orlando,
Florida [January 9, 2005] on his life verse:
“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”
He quoted John Wesley and pointed upward:
“As long as God has work for me to do, I
am immortal, but if my work is done, I’m
outa here.” Moments later he spoke his last
sentence about heaven, stopped, grabbed
the pulpit, swayed briefly and fell backward.
Medics say the heart attack killed him
immediately.
“He was just all there, and then not there at
all, like a hand came through the roof and
snatched him out of his body,” said Chris
Williams who told me he was sitting in the
front row only five feet from where Dad fell.
“My family is certainly sad to lose our father,
but we are also glad he went out precisely the
way he would want. Nevertheless, we have
scratched our heads regarding why it became
an international story. Our best guess is that
people are concerned about the next life.
Most of us have some early childhood image
of the preacher urging us to prepare to meet
our Maker. And when the man connected to
God gets snatched away after a final warning,
it makes you stop and think.
“Even
the

Paul Harvey reported
remarkable event.
But perhaps he will
let me go ahead
and tell the rest of
the story, which is
far more poignant
when you learn
that my father was
weak, flawed, and
glaringly human.
You don’t have
to be perfect to
finish strong.
“I watched him
lay in a hospital
bed for
weeks after
a nervous
breakdown
two decades
ago. As
a child I
remember
him

Jack Arnold

singing triumphant hymns early in the
morning before preaching. But as a teenager I
heard him cry out in rage and weep profusely
in despair at 3 and 4 in the morning.
“He had a temper. But to his credit, he would
always come back to his kids and ask their
forgiveness after losing it. He lightened up
over time. He also had a streak of ambition
and a desire for greatness that never quite
materialised. He played basketball for the
legendary coach John Wooden at UCLA,
just before they won an unprecedented 10
national championships. But Dad never
started and didn’t get much playing time.
He earned his doctorate from the premiere
Dallas Theological Seminary, won the award
for theology, and later wrote volumes of
material on Christian living. But it was
classmate friends like Chuck Swindoll
and Hal Lindsay who became household
“Christian names after publishing a
multitude of books. Dad could never get his
church beyond three or four hundred folks,
and it was this failure in his own eyes to rise
above mediocrity that contributed to his
mid-life crisis and deep depression.
“Nothing changed immediately. But over
the years Dad accepted his role – fame was
a privilege, not a right – and he learned to
serve his Lord as a simple, faithful pastor and
then missionary to third-world countries.
He struggled in his marriage, but he and
mom fought through the tough times and
both said their last 10 years together were
their best. Early on a staunch Calvinist,
he still never compromised on the basic
tenants of his Christian faith, but later in
life he graciously worked side by side with
Anglicans, Pentecostals, Baptists and many
others. He was a presbyterian with a little ‘p,’
he said, and calvinist with a little ‘c.’ To the
shock of me and my siblings, he even allowed
us to store our small portions of wine and
beer in his refrigerator the last year of his life.
He, however, never drank any.
“He did struggle. He would fall and get up
again. Yet he also improved and persevered.
Yes, his final moments were glorious, but
his journey also involved much pain and
failure. Ironically, he finally made national
and international headlines 24 hours after
his death. But this too should encourage all
of us who believe our reward is most likely on
the other side of the river. And even the more
secular folk can be encouraged that their
labor and love may finally find its fruit and
fulfilment in post-mortem fashion.
“When I grabbed a handful of cold dirt and
threw it on my father’s grave last week, my
sadness was superseded by joy. The story
could have been very different for the suicidal
man in his forties. I trust God’s mercy for any
of us who may not finish as sensationally
strong as my father did. But he provides great
inspiration for all of us to persevere during
our life.

Pronoun?

C

ontroversies about language and gender dominate media and social media. Not surprisingly, it also clouds
debate in the church at times, in the language used of
God and his identity. One recent example is the World Day of
Prayer liturgy 2022. The service prepared by women members
in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland, used the phrase ‘God
our Mother and our Father’. This liturgy was presented for use
in the annual service held at the beginning of March.

I

n an explanatory note in the Order of Service, the authors state: “We have used the
phrase ‘God our Mother and our Father’
in this service not intending to
be provocative but only to
draw attention to the
wider imagery of God
and to try and take a
small step towards an
understanding of God
beyond gender. We
have similarly
avoided using
either male
or female
pronouns,
but talk of
God as God
and not ‘he’
or ‘she’. WDP
is a women-led
movement
and perhaps, by
introducing some
balance to a predominately masculine view
of
God, we can encourage women and men to
be open to new and deeper experiences of
the love of God has for all creation.”
These raises all kinds of questions about
revelation and the nature of God. While
human language cannot convey the full and
total majesty of God’s being, nevertheless
in the incarnation and in the inspiration of
the Scriptures, we see God choosing to use
and accept human language as the means
of true revelation. While the compilers may
not have intended to be provocative, it is
provocative indeed to address God in such a
manner. While we are mandated to call God,
Father; we have no similar injunction to call
him Mother. He is not merely ‘our Father’, but
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We know him only through and in relation
to Jesus. Calling God Mother does not reflect
God’s self-revelation in Christ. Interestingly,
the revisionist authors did not dare to meddle with the form of address mandated by
Jesus in the Lord’s Prayer.

However, the avoidance of God’s pronouns
seems to be part of the spirit of the age, and
paradoxically, contrary to the spirit of the age
also. It accords with contemporary trends in the church,
where theology is more an
exercise of imagination
than a response to revelation; your envisaging of God is as good
as mine. Yet it also
goes against current concerns
about pronouns, where
sections of
society are
careful not
to misgender
or mislabel
anyone with the
wrong pronoun.
Everyone must be
referred to by their
preferred pronoun,
runs the wisdom. Except
God, decrees the World Day
of Prayer. In the name of inclusivity, the truth
of God is excluded.
The revelation of God in Jesus Christ is the
basis for our doctrine of the Trinity, so it’s
perhaps inevitable to find that the final blessing in this service is messed up. The Blessing
is pronounced “in the name of God, in the
name of Jesus Christ and in the name of the
Holy Spirit” rather than in the singular name
of the three persons.
The compilers knowingly or unknowingly have slipped into the ancient heresy of
tri-theism rather than classic Trinitarianism.
God has revealed himself as one God in Three
Persons; God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit. The Creed of Athanasius
provides the classic definition of the subject.
The World Day of Prayer movement is active
in most Protestant denominations in the British Isles. The 2022 WDP liturgy is not the first
example of a less than orthodox expression of
the Christian faith by the group. Perhaps next
year it will be called the Woke Day of Prayer.

“Words sent by Mr. Wooden were read aloud
at the memorial service. “The circumstances
of Jack’s passing was consistent with how he
played the game of basketball as a member
of the UCLA team. He always gave everything
he had right down to the very last second. He
was not blessed with as much physical ability
as others, but no one worked harder or was
more highly respected than Jack.”
Paul Harvey reported that “Pastor
Jack Arnold’s last words were,
‘And when I get to heaven,’ . . .
and he went!”
“If Paul Harvey reported it
correctly, then my father won a
great victory that day – even better
than 10 NCAA Championships. I’m
sure Mr. Wooden would agree.”
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